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R OTRTNRD MEY - dust from the ground. According to the Midrash quoted by Rashi (Midrash
Tanchuma. Parashas Pekudei No. 3), this dust has two possible sources. In ene account, this dust
was taken from the four corners of the earth, Man was creaied of cosmic dust from ali the un-
charted lanes of creation. Man belongs evervwhere Fe 5 1o SUranger Lo any part ol the universe.
The native son of the sieepy little town is. at the same time. 2 son of parts distant and unknown.
He is cosmic through his intellectual involvement, wanting to know abour things far removed from
him. events millions of light years away. He is also cosmic through his experienzial involvement.
Man quests not only to know the universe but alse to experience it. Man is not satisfed sending
unmanned vehicles to gather the scientific data; he is eager to do it himself Thirdly, man is cosmic
through his mebility. He can easily detach himself from his native surroundings and adapt himself

\\ O NeW environs.
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In_the second account (Rereishis Rabbah 14:8), the_dust from which man was fashioned was
from 2 single Spot On & MOUNLIN WAL the aliar of the Temple was many, many years later con-
struggeme Ereator thus assigned man a single spot e calls home, Man is a rooted being, Each

tam 15 created from and auached to a single spot, the origin, from which he cannot 2scape. The
home for which man yearns attracts him like a powerful magret, it brings him back, no matter how

" £at he has traveled. Man may roam along the charted and uncharied lanes of the universe. he may

reach for the skies. Yet the wraveler, the advernrurer out L0 CONGUET infinity, will surely return home.

1f this homecoming did not occur during his lifetime because he was 100 preoccupied with motlon
and exploration, it will certainly take place postbumously when his body will be brought home,
to tne quiet, lonely graveyard which had long been expecting him. o
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